Our Church Family

At Home
Kevin Avery Alice Barrett Dorris Doyle
Bob Gilmore Paula McPherson Billy Shafer
Roy Smith Margaret VanHorn

Happy Birthday!

May 16 Diep Vo

Graduate Recognitions

We would like to recognize all of our graduating seniors in May.
Please send us their graduation details and the plans they have for
after high school or college by email to office@bradenpark.org

The Timothy McKinley Scholarship Applications for the

2026-2027 Academic Year are available for full-time students
attending Oklahoma Baptist University in Shawnee, Oklahoma.
Contact the church by May 24th at office@bradenpark.org

SUNDAY, MAY 3
10:00 a.m. Dealing with Debt

Luke 16:8-15
FOR THE CHURCH RECORD
Weekly Budget Need .......ccceevvieieiiiieienieeeee e $ 1,736.00
General Receipts April 26 .......cceeveveieierieeieieieeieieeeenenn, $ 1,282.00
Special Offerings .......ccccooevvevvieievieciieieee e $ 0.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.

THE EVANGEL (USPS 180-140) is published weekly except 1st week of July and 4th week of December by the
BRADEN PARK BAPTIST CHURCH ¢ 4739 East 5th ¢ Tulsa, OK 74112-2716
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK.

Reflections

This is from Kevin Avery, our Missionary in Residence. A fuller version, with
pictures, can be found on his Facebook page, Kevin Avery.

Prior to dealing with nerve damage from multiple sclerosis, I never
dreamed I would become wheelchair bound. I certainly never dreamed I
would become home bound, much less needing others to get me on and off
the bed. When Dayna and I committed to join together as one that glorious
day in 1997, we committed to stay side by side whether in sickness or in
health. Still, we had no idea of what was to come. Likewise, our future is
completely unknown.

Medically speaking, further decline with MS is likely; unless, of
course, I receive miraculous healing, which would be absolutely wonderful.
I know that the Lord could certainly heal me. He is the Lord God Almighty!
But physical healing is not my main concern.

I am grateful—grateful for Jesus and grateful for my family. [ am in
awe that my mom would relocate from Houston to Tulsa for my sake, and
any time I would apologize to Dayna for becoming such a burden, she was
always quick to reframe my comment, telling me that she and other
members of the family were joining me to help carry the burden I'm
holding. “We are in this together.” Because I am blessed so much by family
and friends, I am able to bless others. Thank you! It is such a joy to join
others across the world in prayer. Through WhatsApp and Zoom, we pray
for the nations and for each other. Such a joy!

I cannot say that I am thankful for dealing with multiple sclerosis,
but I am thankful for what it has taught me. Prior to the nerve damage from
this autoimmune disease, I often tried to do things in my own strength, even
when trying to please the Lord. I now know how ridiculous that this
self-reliance had been. These days, there is not a minute of the day when I
forget how much I need the Lord and others. Much more than praying for
physical healing, I want to communicate with the Lord, face to face, like
Moses talking with God in the tent of meeting. Like what David said in
Psalm 27:4, I want to dwell in the presence of the Lord all the days of my
life.

Thank you, Jesus, for allowing me to enter the Holy of Holies by
the blood of the Lamb. Thank you for empowering me to love the Lord with
my whole heart and to love my neighbor as I love myself. May your peace
and righteousness rain on us all this day and forever. Amen.

Kevin Avery
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Proclaiming the Good News!
Braden Park Baptist Church
Tulsa, Oklahoma

The Evangel
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