Our Church Family

At Home
Kevin Avery Alice Barrett Dorris Doyle
Judy Martin Paula McPherson Billy Shafer
Margaret VanHorn

Covered-Dish Dinner This Sunday

On Sunday, March 29, we will serve our annual Palm Sunday
Dinner. The church will be providing the ham and turkey, and potatoes
and dressing. Everyone is invited to bring a dish if you would like. The
dinner will follow the Angels video in Fellowship Hall.

The Video Series Angels continues this Sunday. This week’s
session is Angels in the Wisdom Books of the Bible, and is led by
Connie Connely in Fellowship Hall, following the Worship Service.
The dinner will follow the video session.

Church Yard Sale on Saturday, April 4, on South Parking Lot

Our partner congregation, Preparing the Way Global Ministries,
is hosting a neighborhood yard sale to help fund their missions efforts.
The sale is the Saturday before Easter, from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need ......cccoovvvievievieieiecieeeeeeeeeee $ 1,736.00
General Receipts March 22 ........ccccoovvveeeviiiieieniieienieeeenns $ 2,092.00
Special Offerings.........coeveveeeieieeeeecieeieeieeeeeeee e $ 0.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.
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Reflections

In November 1997, I was leading a week-long prayer mission in the
capitol city of Chad in central Africa. That Sunday afternoon the church
leaders invited me to participate in a previously scheduled “everyone goes
around the circle and prays” type meeting focused on the persecuted
Christians of their country. As the time of prayer unfolded, I realized the
people gathered for prayer had a different understanding of religious
persecution than is usually discussed in U.S. church life. For them, religious
persecution meant living on the edge of denying Christ, or becoming a
refugee, tortured, or killed.

From his observation point on Patmos, John becomes an eyewitness
to another Palm Sunday, as recorded in Revelation 7:9-17. This passage
tells of his vision of a great multitude waving their palm branches before
the throne of the Lamb. According to the opening verses of the book, John’s
vision took place on the Lord’s Day. At this other Palm Sunday, the crowd
reflects the persecuted believers of every land and time. At this other Palm
Sunday, the martyred people’s blood-drenched clothes have been bathed
again in the blood of The Lamb who was slain. At the other Palm Sunday,
the witnesses’ garments glisten with the purity of the Savior’s love. An
abiding promise echoes through to the faithful—Never again, never again,
will you have to suffer or die.

Our prayers that afternoon for the persecuted were interrupted by
the presence of a stranger, who was whisked back to a different room. Later
that evening his story emerged. He claimed to be a Muslim Imam. He told
of a dream in the night of Jesus calling his name. He began reading a
version of the Sermon on the Mount, eventually deciding to convert to
Christianity. He was running for his life from his family and community,
still dressed in his religious garb. The church was supportive, yet wary of
the danger he might pose. The concluding conversations determined not to
underestimate God’s salvation reach. Let us wave our palms in prayer this
Palm Sunday for the faithful witnesses.

Keep healthy. Pray mightily. Enjoy your life. Stand with the
faithful. And let's experience the love and power of God together.

Bro. Darryl

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
PALM SUNDAY LORD’S SUPPER SERVICE

10:00 a.m. IfI Be Lifted Up
John 12
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The Evangel

Braden Park Baptist Church
4739 East Fifth Street (5th &Yale)

Tulsa, OK 74112-2716

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday Morning
Continental Breakfast
Worship

Bible Study & Conversation

Wednesday Evening

The Clothes Closet Ministry
Community Dinner

Prayer Service

Dr. Darryl DeBorde, Minister
Bill Ess, Music Minister

office@BradenPark.org
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