
Our Church Family 
At Home 

 

 Kevin Avery                    Alice Barrett                        Russell Ford                               

Paula McPherson      Billy Shafer               Margaret VanHorn 

  —–  ۰  —–  

Happy Birthday 

 February  18  Elizabeth Williams 

         19  Faith Stephens 

          21 Russell Ford 
 

—–  ۰  —–  

  

The Braden Park Area Pantry is up and running. Last week we 

provided 8 people with enough groceries to make four meals each.  

Last Saturday, our Pantry Director, Faith Stephens, led an excellent 

training session for 12 interested volunteers. We are currently opening 

the Pantry on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month. Thank you 

to all as we help provide for our neighbors. 

—–  ۰  —–  

 

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 13 

The day of the Lord Series 

10:00 a.m.    The Reluctant Prophet Jonah 

Jonah 3 - 4 

Reflections 
  

 This year the Bicentennial Babies born in 1976 turn fifty. That 
makes those who are born in the U.S. this year, Semi-quincentennial  
Babies, which is easier to say than spell. The celebration of the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence a quarter-millennium ago is        
officially being called America250, although other groups are           
profiteering using similar names. On the back of the one-dollar bill are 
both sides of The Great Seal of the United States. At the base of the   
Pyramid, which represents the 13 foundational colonies, are the Roman 
numerals MDCCLXXVI, 1776. The Spirit of 1776 is what we celebrate 
each 4th of July. Sadly, most Americans do not read the Declaration    
unless required to in school. It is a profoundly philosophical and moral 
document born out of the writing of Thomas Paine’s pamphlet Common 
Sense, which was first published January 10, 1776. 
 

 After reading the Declaration of Independence, which just takes a 
few minutes, I recommend an excellent book called Declaring            
Independence: Why 1776 Matters, by Edward J. Larson. You can also 
find Edward J. Larson on YouTube providing interview summaries of 
his book. Watch one. The videos are very similar and last about an hour. 
 

 The echoes of the Christian principles of liberty, equality, and 
justice for all permeate the Declaration. Although many of the signers 
were culturally blind in the “for all” part, this document set the tone and 
framework for the building of our nation as united states. The             
unalienable right to pursue happiness called for local representation to 
voice the concerns and choices of the people to their governing bodies. 
By 1782, some of the emerging state constitutions enshrined the “for all” 
principles into law. Those states declared that liberty, equality and the 
pursuit of happiness for all made slavery obsolete. Freedom includes 
everyone. Equality elevates or demeans no one. Justice gives preference 
to no one. History teaches these principles are fragile and easily lost.   
Be vigilant. 
 

 Keep healthy. Pray mightily. Enjoy your life today. Happy    

semi-quincentennial.  And let’s experience the love and power of God 

together. 

               Bro. Darryl  

 

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD 

  Weekly Budget Need   .........................................................  $  1,736.00 

  General Receipts February 8  ...............................................  $  1,913.00 

  Special Offerings .................................................................. $         0.00 
      

     Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.  

THE EVANGEL (USPS 180-140) is published weekly except 1st week of July and 4th week of December by the 
BRADEN PARK BAPTIST CHURCH • 4739 East 5th • Tulsa, OK 74112-2716  

Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 
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Proclaiming the Good News! 
Braden Park Baptist Church 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
The Evangel 


