REFLECTIONS

As I headed to the car to leave the church this afternoon, a trio
of puppies, maybe three months old, came prancing towards me, all
“look at us, we are out on our own.” I did not know if they had
escaped their yard or had been set loose to find a new home. I am not
ready for a puppy, or three, at my house. Although it does remind me
of this good word:

If you can start the day without caffeine, If you can get going without
pep pills, If you can resist complaining and boring people with all
your troubles, If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful
for it, If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to
give you any time, If you can overlook it when something goes wrong
through no fault of yours and those you love take it out on you, If you
can take criticism and blame without resentment, If you can ignore a
friend’s limited education and never correct him, If you can resist
treating a rich friend better than a poor friend, If you can face the
world without lies and deceit, If you can conquer tension without
medical help, If you can relax without liquor, If you can sleep without
the aid of drugs, If you can say honestly that deep in your heart you
have no prejudice against creed, color, religion or politics, Then, my
friends, you are almost as good as your dog.

It is simply amazing how attached we can become to our pets.
We can simultaneously delight in their antics and clean up their
messes with a frown. We love them in our laps or at our feet. We
smile when they are happy and cry when they are in pain. Our grief is
all too sharp when we lose one. I called my first dog Nickel because
his mother’s name was Penny. Nicky listened to my troubles, chased
mice and other critters and ran beside me when I rode my bike. I do
not know if our pets will go to heaven when they die. I do know that
the Bible indicates that heaven is filled with all manner of animals
and creatures beyond our imaginations. If we can love our creatures
so deeply, how much greater is God’s love towards us today?

Keep healthy. Pray mightily. Enjoy your life today. Be as
good as your dog. And let's experience the love and power of God
together.

Bro. Darryl
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9:20 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

Worship

10:00 a.m.

11:15 a.m.

Bible Study & Conversation

Wednesday Evening
The People’s Pantry

5:00 p.m.

The Clothes Closet Ministry

6:30 p.m.

Prayer Service
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Bill Ess, Music Minister

Telephone (918) 834-3378
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1 CORINTHIANS 12:4, Nrsv




Our Church Family

AT HOME
Kevin Avery Paula McPherson
Alice Barrett Georgia Metcalf
Elizabeth Burke Bonnie Nutting
Lydia Ford Annette and Dennis Parker
Nancy Holdt Margaret Van Horn
NURSING CENTERS
Marion Corbett University Village Health Center #333
Hugh Enos Broken Arrow Nursing Home
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
September
21 Josef Lindholm
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
September
17 Bob and Casey Gilmore 54 Years
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Looking Ahead

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
9:20 a.m. Continental Breakfast

10:00 a.m.  Gifted and Empowered Words
—1 Corinthians 12:1-11, 22-31a

We continue our series focusing on the gifts of the Holy Spirit and
the Body of Christ. These passages describe the giftedness of
God’s people for faithful service, and the spiritual power that
testifies to the authenticity of the Gospel message. Invite your
family and friends to church this Sunday and be blessed.

11:15 am. Ladies Bible Study, Pursued
Conversations with the Pastor
11:55 am. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

8:45 a.m. Monday Morning Prayers
Call (712) 832-8330, then access code: 887-7647

TUESDAY, DEPTEMBER 10

8:00 p.m. Prayer for the Nations
Kevin Avery’s Facebook Zoom link

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

5:00 p.m. People’s Pantry Ministry
Clothes Closet Ministry
Community Dinner

6:30 p.m. Prayer Service

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
10:00 a.m.  Gifted and Empowered Motives

Behind the Scenes

Gifted and Empowered Sermon Series

The sermons this month seek to continue the theme
of daily living as The Body of Christ: Gifted and
Empowered. We will focus on the design and plan for
how God fits us together as His spiritually gifted people,
proclaiming God’s love for all the world.

September 8 Words
15 Motives
22 Worship
29 Unity (Lord’s Supper Service)

How Can We Pray for You?

This past week our Wednesday evening community
dinner crossed the 100 hot-meals mark. Along with the
meal is an opportunity for our neighbors to write their
prayer requests. We collect the cards, about a dozen last
week, and share the needs with the crowd gathered for the
evening prayer and Bible study time. Join with us at the
tables and help us serve and pray.

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need .........ccccovveviineniiinicnencniccee, $ 2,073.00
General Receipts September 1 .........ccoceveviiniiininncnnns $ 3,708.00
Special Offerings........ccecvevvevievieriiceceeeeieeeieeeee e $ 0.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.




