REFLECTIONS

As the observance of the 80th anniversary of D-Day was
approaching, Dorothy and I talked with the family war hero, Jim ” Proclaiming the Good News!
Niederer this past weekend. While he did not storm the beaches of > = Braden Park Baptist Church
Normandy, he did storm the beach at Anzio. On the day we talked §§a %é The Eva ngEI A\ Tulsa, Oklahoma
with him, he had a session with his physical therapist in the morning R
and later went shopping with his daughter at a shoe store and Home z2&~EL
Depot. He spends time each day in his garage/workshop, where he > -
smokes a cigar. His most recent project has been building large
outdoor ornaments wrapped in Christmas lights for his many friends. VOL LIV No. 23

I told some of his story last year when a documentary about
his war experiences was released. A group seeking to preserve the
memories of veterans filmed Jim’s story and combined it with actual
war footage and newsreels of his experiences. You can watch Jim
recount his experiences on You Tube. Search for Jim Niederer: 102
Year Old World War II Veteran. The complete documentary is 50
minutes in length.

Jim’s parents, Dorothy’s grandparents, immigrated to Waco,
Texas from the German-speaking Appenzell, Switzerland in 1907.
The family became part of the Central Baptist Church, a former
mission of First Baptist, Waco to the German immigrant families.
Jim was born January 6, 1921. He served in World War II from
1942-1945. After intensive training, Jim’s unit sailed to north Africa
to fight the Nazis in Europe. Under the command of General George

Patton, he participated in the invasion of Sicily, Salerno, and Anzio <
in Italy. Because Jim could speak German, he was able to eavesdrop —_— 0T %) -
on the enemy. Jim witnessed General Patton’s death from about 50 () _<::S = lC')J % . § o
feet away. His unit came under the command of General Dwight o0 8 2 § S EE€E € e £ % = E & o
Eisenhower, whom he talked with on many occasions. They freed c 2o A s g % £ § mE 85
towns across Germany and Austria, where Jim’s unit liberated the C o8- AR = F 2 % =3 S S E
Dachau concentration camp. Jim was awarded six bronze stars and a > @ X @) T 29 g ';5; g_ % T @ -~
bronze arrowhead. L <55 Ly A % \é’ g g o E’_ 2 -
A man of deep faith, Uncle Jim still lives in his own house. ()] a % ‘_E é gé’ ;—'C;_ :% g E £ l W a nt -to ‘(ﬂOW
His son Ken comes over each night to help him get ready for bed. His N o W T s 2 “5 e ’
daughter Kay drives in from Round Rock to spend many weekends |_ 3 g 3 a =
with him. Others check on Jim daily. He greatly misses his wife, Ella o 5 2 rl 5 aﬂCl tl’]C OWC r
Marie, who died in 2020. And he reads The Evangel faithfully each ki z ’
week. Before we said our goodbyes, he told us, “One good thing E ¢ 2 == {: I.]/ re Su rre Ct’ On
about being 103 is: you can’t get much older.” Remarkable. R g E 2 O IS Yoo
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Our Church Family

AT HOME
Kevin Avery Paula McPherson
Alice Barrett Georgia Metcalf
Elizabeth Burke Bonnie Nutting
Joe Crotser Annette and Dennis Parker
Marion Corbett Margaret Van Horn
Lydia Ford
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

June

19 Lauren White

21 Tina Steel

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

June 11 Caryn and Mike Perrier 20 Years

14 Dayna and Kevin Avery 27 Years

JUNE 16

Looking Ahead

SUNDAY, JUNE 9
9:20 a.m. Continental Breakfast

10:00 a.m.  The Joy of Knowing Jesus
— Philippians 3:1-10

Our sermon series Pure Joy continues this week as Paul shares, in
very personal terms, his own spiritual longings as a believer under
great stress and tensions. He is not seeking the easy escapes from
these things like we so often pursue. Invite your family and
friends to church this Sunday and be blessed.

11:15am.  Ladies Bible Study
Conversations with the Pastor
11:55 a.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

MONDAY, JUNE 10

8:45 a.m. Monday Morning Prayers
Call (712) 832-8330, then access code: 887-7647

TUESDAY, JUNE 11

8:00 p.m. Prayer for the Nations
Kevin Avery’s Facebook Zoom link

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12

5:00 p.m. People’s Pantry Ministry
Clothes Closet Ministry
Community Supper in Fellowship Hall

6:30 p.m. Prayer Service

SUNDAY, JUNE 16
FATHER’S DAY

10:00 a.m.  Men Such As These—Philippians 2:19-30

Behind the Scenes
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Community Hamburger Night June 12

Our first Community Hamburger Night for the Summer
will be this Wednesday evening June 12 as part of our
People’s Pantry and Clothes Closet ministries. Serving
will begin around 5:00 p.m. and include opportunities for
Gospel conversations under the pavilion.

Save the Date — August 3, 2024

The Back-To-School Style Show for our Owasso
Baptist Children’s Home is set for Saturday, August 3,
at the Renaissance Hotel. Our church has reserved a table,
and the tickets are free because of a legacy gift provided
by the White City Baptist Foundation. If you are
interested in attending, contact Dorothy DeBorde before
July 1.

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need ........ccooovveeiiiiiciiieicieieieee $ 2,073.00
General Receipts June 2........cccoovevveieieiciciceeeeeee $ 1,425.00
Special Offerings..........ccvevvevveveeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeee e $ 0.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.




