REFLECTIONS

This was written for the Center for Congregational Ethics
on-line Lectionary to Life Series and is based on Psalm 103:8-13;
Genesis 37:12-36; and 1 John 3:11-16 for September 14, 2023.
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When the unpleasant befalls us, we may lament, “It’s not fair.
Why me? Why this? Why now? I do not deserve this.” Our passages
for today outline a few examples of lamentable, undeserved actions.
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In Genesis 37:12-36, the plot by his own brothers to kill Joseph and
say an animal did it was altered to his benefit, but Joseph did not VOL LIII September 15, 2023 No. 34

deserve to be sold into slavery. And their father Jacob did not deserve
decades of inconsolable mourning for Joseph.

In 1 John 3:11-16, the writer points to Abel who, while living
righteously, did not deserve to be murdered by his brother Cain. It
was an evil betrayal of the bond of love. In the same way, John goes
on to caution that believers should not be surprised by undeserved
persecution and hatred.

It is in Psalm 103:8-13 that we confront our own sins toward
God and the people we encounter each day. Do others deserve the
sins we commit against them? Just as Joseph showed grace when he
later confronted and forgave his brothers; just as God showed
compassion to Cain and marked him with a sign of protection; so too

we do not deserve God’s abounding love and mercy. Yet the psalmist
sings, God does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us
according to our iniquities.
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Our Church Family

AT HOME
Kevin Avery Paula McPherson
Alice Barrett Georgia Metcalf
Elizabeth Burke Bonnie Nutting
Marion Corbett Margaret VanHorn
Lydia Ford Leslie White
IN REHABILITAION CENTER
Bill Barrett PAM Rehabilitation Hospital Room 2027

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

SEPTEMBER
21 Josef Lindholm
24 Lori Dryer
30 Hudson Avery
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“For | AM wiTH you

To RESCUE
AND SAVE You,”

DECLARES THE LO R D

JEREMIAH 15:20, NIV

Looking Ahead

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast

10:00 a.m.  The Promise to the Church, part 2
—Matthew 16:19

When did Jesus first talk about the Church? When Jesus
announced He was building “My Church,” He made a
promise to and about the church—the keys to the kingdom
of heaven. What does that mean for the church today?
Invite your family and friends to church, and be blessed.

11:15 a.m. Conversations with the Pastor
Ladies Bible Study

11:55 a.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

8:45a.m.  Monday Morning Prayers
Call (712) 832-8330, then access code: 887-7647

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

8:00 p.m.  Prayer for the Nations
Kevin Avery’s Facebook Zoom link

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

5:00 p.m.  People’s Pantry Ministry
Clothes Closet Ministry

6:30 p.m.  Bible Study and Prayer

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
10:00 a.m.  Get Behind Me, Satan

Behind the Scenes

LADIES BIBLE STUDY SERIES BEGINS SUNDAY

Nothing to Prove: A Study in the Gospel of John will begin
this Sunday morning, September 17. In this 8-session video study
the class will follow Jennie Allen through key passages in John's
Gospel that demonstrate how Jesus is more than enough and how
our thirsty hearts can only be quenched by the living water He
offers. He alone is enough. This class meets following the worship
hour on Sunday mornings. Connie Connely leads the class.

Celebrating
50 Yeare

As Minister of Braden Park Baptist Church
Dr. Darryl DeBorde

Join us on Sunday, October 1 at 10 am

For a time of celebration with a reception and light
luncheon following the worship service

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need ........coooovveiiiiiiiciicieeccee $2,050.00
General Receipts September 8 .........cccoeevvvveeciieenciieennen. $ 1,966.45
Special Offerings September 8...........occeeuvevveeeveienennen, $ 0.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.




