REFLECTIONS

Jim Niederer called Dorothy on her birthday last month but got
her voicemail. Without any preliminaries, he sang Happy Birthday
completely in German, then hung up. It was an unexpected call from her
father’s younger brother, especially since it was in German. Jim’s parents,
Dorothy’s grandparents, immigrated to Waco, Texas from the German-
speaking Appenzell, Switzerland in 1907. The family became part of the
Central Baptist Church, a former mission of First Baptist, Waco, to the
German immigrant families. Jim’s mother organized Central’s WMU in
1910. Jim was born January 6, 1921. He served in World War II from
1942-1945. When he married Ella Marie Gossen in 1947, a very young
Dorothy Niederer was their flower girl.

Jim Niederer has a remarkable story. After intensive training,
Jim’s unit sailed to north Africa to fight the Nazis in Europe. Under the
command of General George Patton, he participated in the invasion of
Sicily, Salerno, and Anzio in Italy. They then fought their way through
Italy to France and Germany. Because Jim could speak German, he could
eavesdrop in various places and pick up what was rumored to be
happening. Once Jim was able to get a brief leave to meet up with his
younger brother Charlie, whose unit was also in Italy. Later, Jim
witnessed General Patton’s death from about 50 feet away. His unit came
under the command of General Dwight Eisenhower, whom he talked with
on many occasions. As the war was winding down in Europe, they freed
towns across Germany and on to Austria, where Jim’s unit liberated the
Dachau concentration camp. Jim was awarded six bronze stars.

The Intentional Lifegroup of Preston Road Baptist Church,
Dallas, has as its mission the video recording of the remaining WWII
veterans to preserve their stories. Even though Jim’s family counts Park
Cities Baptist Church as their home church, the Lifegroup filmed Jim’s
story and combined it with actual war footage and newsreels of Jim’s
experience. You can watch Jim recount his experiences on You Tube.
Search for Jim Niederer: 102 Year Old World War II Veteran. The
complete documentary is 50 minutes and contains many brutal scenes
from the war.

Jim is a remarkable man who still lives in his own house. His son
Ken comes over each night to help him get ready for bed. His daughter
Kay drives in from Round Rock to spend most weekends with him.
Others check on Jim daily. He greatly misses Ella Marie, who died in
2020. And he reads The Evangel faithfully each week. Thank you, Uncle
Jim, for your faithfulness in prayer for the church’s ministries and your
sacrifice for liberty and democracy.

Bro. Darryl
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Sunday Morning

9:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

Worship

11:15 a.m.

Bible Study & Conversation

Wednesday Evening
The People’s Pantry

5:00 p.m.

The Clothes Closet Ministry

6:30 p.m.

Prayer Service
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Our Church Family

LIVING CENTERS
Zarrow Pointe Kaiser Health Center #201 ....... Dorothy Lee
AT HOME
Alice and Bill Barrett Paula McPherson
Elizabeth Burke Georgia Metcalf
Berta Caldwell Bonnie Nutting
Marion Corbett P J Shepard
Joe Crotser Margaret VanHorn
Lydia Ford Leslie White
IN THE HOSPITAL
P. J. Shepard St. Francis Medical Center
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

April 30 Elizabeth Burke

May 9 Bill Ess

10 Deacon Enos

OUR CONGRATULATIONS are extended to

Vicki Mercer and John Speck on the occasion of their marriage
on April 15, 2023.

CHANGE OF PHONE NUMBER
Marion Corbett  (918) 298-3543

Looking Ahead

SUNDAY, APRIL 30

9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast

10:00 a.m.  Finding Our Path Through God’s Word
—Psalm 119:105-112

This week we return to Psalm 119 as we seek to enrich our
own Bible study skills with fulfilling inspiration and
practical application. Invite your family and friends to church,
and be blessed.

11:15 a.m. Conversation and Bible Study
11:55 am. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

MONDAY, MAY 1

8:45 a.m. Monday Morning Prayers
Call (712) 832-8330, then access code: 887-7647

TUESDAY, MAY 2

8:00 p.m.  Prayer for the Nations
Kevin Avery’s Facebook Zoom link

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

5:00 pm.  People’s Pantry Ministry
Clothes Closet Ministry

6:30 p.m.  Bible Study and Prayer

SUNDAY, MAY 7
10:00 a.m. Approved Unto God, 2 Timothy 2:17

Behind the Scenes

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES!

This week we highlight our Youth Minister

David Anderson
University of Tulsa
College of Law

Doctor of Jurisprudence (JD)
Order of the Curule Chair

At TU David serves as

Executive Articles Editor for the
Tulsa Law Review and
Justice (President) of
Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, International

REZONING UPDATE

In a split decision, 5 to 4, the Tulsa Metro Area Planning
Commission voted to approve the rezoning of the property at 4th
Place and Yale Ave to CS, fully commercial. Discussions are under-
way to appeal the decision to the city council, once again.

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need ......ccceeieeiieiiiieicieeeeeie e, $ 2,050.00
General Receipts April 23 .......ccooevviiieciieiieieeeeeee $ 1,887.00
Special Offerings April 23 .......ccocoveievieciiiecieeeeeeee, $ 0.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.




