REFLECTIONS

This is a reposting of The Duck Pond Incident from June 2009.

It was a hot and humid day, Father’s Day ’09. Deacon’s parents
had gone to the church that afternoon to take care of some unfinished tasks.
Deacon and his older brother were spending quality family time with their
grandfather and grandmother. It should be noted that his Mama D, as she is
fondly called, had filled her grandsons with the excitement of walking the
fifty yards or so to the very small Duck Pond “to feed the ducks.” The
prospect of feeding the ducks at the neighborhood pond brings her a daily
joy and satisfaction like no other. Papa D also went to the pond that day.

There are about 25 domesticated, semi-domesticated, wild, injured
and convalescing ducks generally hanging out at the pond year round. Some
people apparently feed these ducks regularly so they will not ever go to the
big pond two blocks away. The geese do come and go. The Duck Pond is
not very clean. That afternoon we found the ducks, including a new mother
with 7 ducklings, luxuriating along the shaded banks of the pond. Some ate
a little bit of the bread, but most were too hot or too full to bother with it. A
crippled goose, though, did come close to Deacon and eat small pieces of
bread he was thrown. This delighted everyone.

Soon Mama D focused mainly on the ducklings, and some of them
began to eat her bread. Deacon and Carter followed their grandfather over
to the shaded benches to try their luck at feeding the fish. This was very
successful. Papa D sat on the short little rock bench and handed bread to the
boys. The older one skillfully threw the bread stirring up the fish. Deacon
was having a harder time getting his bread to land in the water when he
lunged forward with a big step and mighty throw. He lost his balance on
that steep bank falling on his right side, then rolling ever faster down into
the pond.

If this had been a movie, the stunt double would have stepped in to
take Deacon’s place. The downhill roll would have taken place in slow
motion. Papa D would have been quick as lightning to stop the rolling 2-
year-old before he landed in the water. But, alas, it was not so. Deacon
sputtered with surprise as his half-submerged head came up out of the
water. His grandfather got down into the water and pulled the soaked boy
out. He checked Deacon’s algae-covered face and limbs for any signs of
injury, wiped his face fairly clean and held him close while taking him back
to the road and on to the house. Mama D noticed that Papa D and Deacon
were all wet and asked why. Deacon never said a word.

After a fun bath, Deacon enjoyed a pleasant evening with his
grandparents and brother while waiting the return of his parents. They
noticed Deacon’s clothes were different and asked questions.

(Used with permission from Deacon Enos, who is now licensed to drive.)
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Sunday Morning

9:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

Worship

11:15 a.m.

Bible Study & Conversation

Wednesday Evening
The People’s Pantry

5:00 p.m.

The Clothes Closet Ministry

6:30 p.m.

Prayer Service

Dr. Darryl DeBorde, Minister

Bill Ess, Music Minister

Telephone (918) 834-3378

Fax (918) 834-3440
office@BradenPark.org
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TEACH US

to count our days ...
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that we may gain a

WISE HEART.

Psalm 90:12, NRSV




Our Church Family

LIVING CENTERS
Zarrow Pointe Kaiser Health Center #214

AT HOME

Alice and Bill Barrett
Elizabeth Burke

Berta Caldwell
Marion Corbett

Lydia Ford

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

January
30 Sandra Smith

February
4  Connie Connely

—_—

....... Dorothy Lee

Paula McPherson
Georgia Metcalf

Bonnie Nutting
Margaret VanHorn

Leslie White
Mary Ruth Whitman

THIS IS LOVE
FOR GOD:

to keep his
- commands.
/ 1 John 5:3, NIV

Looking Ahead

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22

9:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast

10:00 a.m.  Equipped for the Journey
—Psalm 119:9-16

Our series, Understanding the Bible, is designed to strengthen
our skills in Bible study and grow as a disciple, equipped to
help disciple others in the ways of Jesus. Join with us this
Sunday, invite a guest, and be blessed.

11:15am.  Bible Study & Conversation
11:55 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

MONDAY, JANUARY 23
10:00 a.m. Monday Morning Prayers

Call (712) 832-8330, then access code: 887-7647

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24

8:00 p.m. Prayer for the Nations
Kevin Avery’s Facebook Zoom link

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25

5:00 p.m. People’s Pantry Ministry
Clothes Closet Ministry

6:30 p.m. Bible Study and Prayer

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29

10:00 a.m.  Seeing the Wonderful Things
Psalm 119:17-24

Behind the Scenes

OUR LOVE AND SYMPATHY is extended to the
family of Lydia Ford, in the loss of her sister.

CHURCH CONTRIBUTION RECORDS

The Individual Contribution Statements for 2022 are being
prepared for mailing. Please notify the church office if you fail to
receive your report by February 5.

ADDRESS CORRECTION

8555 S Lewis Ave Apt 15-D
Owasso, OK 74055-2555

Wilma Robins

CONNECTING WITH THE CHURCH

You can find the most recent copy of The EVANGEL, video
sermons, and other information at our church website:
www.bradenpark.org

Also, you can join the church Facebook page by searching
Facebook for Braden Park Church Tulsa, and then select “Add
friend” to friend us. Confirmation of your request will automatically
include you each time we post a new announcement.

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need ........ccooovveviiieiiiiiiciciececeeee $ 1,904.00
General Receipts January 15 ......ccccoovviiiiiiiiieniiciies $ 1,452.00
Special Offerings January 15 ........cccoooeiiiiniiiiiiiieee. $ 00.00
Lottie Moon Global Missions Offering to date............... $ 1,057.00




