REFLECTIONS

(This is the 20™ anniversary of Dory the Duck.)

Over the Memorial Day weekend of 2001, an injured mallard
landed in our backyard. We gave her food and water, bought a little
swimming pool, and named her Dory. Over time she began to trust us
and even our cat, who wanted to be out where all the excitement was
taking place. The cat learned to control her instinct to chase the duck.
The duck restrained her instinct to attack the cat. Eventually they
learned to hunt for crickets together. The cat would catch a cricket
and then proceed to play with her prey. The duck could not tolerate a
cat playing with her food. She would quickly reach in and gobble up
the cricket, always leaving a surprised cat staring into the grass.

The summer of 2001 was a particularly emotional and
stressful time for us. We took the arrival of the duck as a sign that
God wanted us to find the smile amidst it all. The church was going
through the difficult discussions about changing its name from White
City to Braden Park. The vote to make the change came in June and
some dear friends walked away. Vacation Bible School and Youth
Camp were stronger than ever, and in August our youngest daughter
Dayna, and her husband Kevin, moved to the mission field in China.
In July, Dory began to try to fly again, flying from one side of the
yard to the other. She loved the applause we gave her as we sat on the
patio and cheered her on. One day she flew high enough to land on
the other side of the privacy fence only to meet the neighbor’s big
barking dog. She flew back in an instant and decided to take a day off
from flying lessons. All that summer we benefitted from the time
spent watching Dory’s healing progress. It was a sweet gift of peace
during a difficult time.

One evening she saw a flock of ducks fly over the house. As
the holiday weekend approached, she began to circle out over the
houses and fields, always coming home for supper. On Labor Day
2001, Dory the Duck took off and never came back. Ours was not
really her home. What a special gift we were given from Memorial
Day to Labor Day. Eight days later came the attacks of September 11,
and a different kind of emotion flooded our world. Then we
remembered how God gives us a sign of His love through it all.

Keep healthy. Pray mightily. Enjoy your life today. Look for
God’s gift. And let’s experience the love and power of God together.

Bro. Darryl
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday Morning

9:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

Worship

Sunday School

Sunday Evening

5:30 p.m.

Sanctuary Choir

Worship

6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Evening

Prayer Service

6:45 p.m.

Dr. Darryl DeBorde, Minister

Bill Ess, Music Minister

Telephone (918) 834-3378

Fax (918) 834-3440
office@BradenPark.org
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YOU SHALL HAVE
NO OTHER GODS
BEFORE ME.

EXODUS 20:3, NRSV




Our Church Family

LIVING CENTERS
Emerald Care Nursing Center #26 .. ... ....... Gina Reynolds
Pawhuska Nursing Center .................... Violet Crain
Zarrow Pointe Kaiser Health Center #214 .. ... .. Dorothy Lee
AT HOME
Alice and Bill Barrett Bonnie Nutting
Elizabeth Burke Waneta Reynolds
Berta Caldwell Ben and P J Shepard
Russell Ford Homer Wager
Gene Lessel Leslie White

The Fruit of the Spirit is
love. joy. peace, patience,
KINDNESS, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness,
& self-control.

Galatians 5:22-23

Looking Ahead

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
Tulsa’s Unity Faith Day

10:00 a.m. If the Lord Is with Us
Judges 6:11-32

Do you remember that Bible story where Gideon answered an angel’s
greeting with the pained question, If the Lord is with us, why has all of
this happened to us? Gideon was reluctant to believe and trust that God
could still do great things. The angel’s answer did not appeal to Gideon’s
self-image as a leader for a time of crisis. Join with us Sunday, invite a
guest, and be blessed.

The Online Sunday Bible Study
Sundays by 10:00 a.m.

Tender Creation:
How the Gospel is the Heart of Creation
Moment 8—From the Grassroots

Led by Kevin Avery on Facebook
Braden Park Church Tulsa

Followed by
live discussion and prayer on Zoom
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

L 2

Wednesday, June 9
5:00 — 6:30 p.m.
People’s Pantry Ministry
Outside in the North Parking lot

Behind the Scenes

GOING FORWARD INTO JUNE

Beginning this Sunday morning, June 6, we will be adding a
time for Bible Study and Conversation at 11:15 a.m. Coffee and
juice will be available. Sanctuary Choir rehearsals will follow.

Social distancing and facemasks are suggested, but optional
for those fully vaccinated.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
June
15 Karen Blevins

19 Lauren White
21 Tina Steel

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
June 11 Caryn and Mike Perrier 17 Years
14 Dayna and Kevin Avery 24 Years

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need .......cccovevviviieiiciieicicieieee $1,936.00
General Receipts May 30 ........ccceeveenieiiieieieeieeeen $ 1,431.31
Special Offerings May 30 ......cccccevvevieeeieeeieiereine. $ 00.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.




