REFLECTIONS

I went camping in the Florida Everglades—once. I was in
my teens and part of an active Royal Ambassador church group.
You must be a Southern Baptist and of a certain age to remember
the RA missions program for boys. It was sort of an alternative to
scouting for some of us. The name is taken from 2 Corinthians 5:20
where Paul proclaims we are “ambassadors for Christ” as we go
about the mission of reconciliation. We went camping in the
Everglades National Park as preparation for a cross-country
camping trip we would be taking to Washington D.C. that August to
the RA National Congress.

Alligators, snakes, and mosquitoes were all on my mind as
we set up our pup tents in a circle around the campfire. We had
driven out to a point where our leaders parked their cars and the
truck. We hiked through mucky high grass and through some trees
and overgrown bushes. We eventually arrived at a clearing that was
very dry and flat. As the darkness settled in, we crawled into our
tents, zipped up our sleeping bags and tried to remember that the
Lord was with us. When the sun came up, we all got up. Then we
heard our leader tell us to be quiet and get very still. The men were
examining the whole camp site. Then the announcement was made,
no snakes in sight, but we had been visited in the night by at least
one bobcat who had explored our garbage pile and everything else
in the camp. I did not know I was supposed to worry about bobcats
in the Everglades. After camping in the Everglades, we knew we
could face just about anything together.

The RA Pledge took on new meaning for me during that trip:
As a Royal Ambassador, I will do my best: to become a well-
informed, responsible follower of Christ; to have a Christ-like
concern for all people; to learn how to carry the message of Christ
around the world; to work with others in sharing Christ; and to
keep myself clean and healthy in mind and body. These are still
good words to live by and a reminder of the Kingdom adventure we
are on together, representing Christ our King.

Keep healthy. Pray mightily. Enjoy your life today. Share
the journey. And let’s experience the love and power of God
together.

Bro. Darryl
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Our Church Family

LIVING CENTERS
Emerald Care Nursing Center #26 .. ... ....... Gina Reynolds
Pawhuska Nursing Center .................... Violet Crain
Zarrow Pointe Kaiser Health Center #214 .. ... .. Dorothy Lee
AT HOME
Alice and Bill Barrett Bonnie Nutting
Elizabeth Burke Waneta Reynolds
Berta Caldwell Ben and P J Shepard
Russell Ford Homer Wager
Gene Lessel Leslie White

CONGRATULATIONS to Molly Avery and Hudson Avery

for placing in the Tulsa City-County Library’s Young People’s
Creative Writing Contest Awards on May 6. Molly’s informal
essay, “The Peet Incident,” placed third for ages 13-15. Hudson
placed third for “A Ninja Quest” for ages 10-12.
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Looking Ahead

SUNDAY, MAY 16
(In-Person, At Church)

10:00 a.m. The Road to Racial Reconciliation:
—The Sin of the Fathers
Numbers 14:17-19

We begin the new sermon series seeking to find a clear path for racial
reconciliation in Tulsa. In a conversation with Moses, God reveals
His great love for us, but does not excuse us from the consequences
of our sins. First steps include acknowledging the sin of racism and
understanding the cost of sin across the generations. Join with us
Sunday, invite a guest, and be blessed.

The Online Sunday Bible Study
Sundays by 10:00 a.m.

Tender Creation:
How the Gospel is the Heart of Creation

Led by Kevin Avery on Facebook
Braden Park Church Tulsa

Followed by
live discussion and prayer on Zoom
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
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Wednesday Evening
5:00 — 6:30 p.m.
People’s Pantry Ministry
Outside in the North Parking lot

Behind the Scenes

Racial
Reconciliation

NEW SERMON SERIES BEGINS SUNDAY

THE ROAD TO RACIAL RECONCILIATION
MAY 16—The Sin of the Fathers, Numbers 14:17-19
MAY 23—Can There Be Forgiveness and Grace? 2 Timothy 2:14-17
MAY 30—Tulsa Unity and Faith Day, Isaiah 43:18-19

FOR THE CHURCH RECORD

Weekly Budget Need .......cccovevviviieiiciieicicieieee $1,936.00
General Receipts May 9 ......ocooeevveiienieciiciceeeieee $ 1,561.83
Special Offerings May 9 .......cccoveveieierieiirieeeeeeeene, $ 00.00

Thank You to all who are providing sustaining tithes and offerings.




